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CHURCH of CHRIST. . 


Which, and where to be found ; 
According to the Opinion of 
The late Judge Bux N RT r. 
WITH 


An INTRODUCTION concerning 
Divine Worſhip. 
AND A 


Caution to Goſpel- Preachers. 


In which are contain'd, 
The Re asoxs for that public Declaration 


IN HIS 
Laſt WILL and TESTAMENT, 


Bo ———As T bave lived, fo I truft I fhall 
die, in the true Faith of CHRIST, as taught 
iu the SCRIPTURES, But NOT as taught 
and prattiſed in any ON E viſible Church I 
know "4 
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INTRODUCTION 


Concerning 


Divine Worſhip. 


VINE WW orſliip | 1S any Action 
or Service that is ;mmegiately 
and directly perform'd unto the 
Deity, commanded by Diving 
Authority, or impoted by hu— 
man Laws, of our Invention, In Which Deti- 
nition 1 comprehend both Truc and Falle 
\W orihip. 


Evstxavy Action and Service that Man per- 
forwech directly wo. GON is a Part oft 


Þivin, e \Wor hip; ang ought merely to con- 


ceru his Glary, We receive all Good trom 
hun; and as we are not able to do the kat 
God unto him wn return; i 18 Our LARY 43 0 
worſhip hum, or glority ham abave dA hmgs 
and to humble ourfeives in us Pee Seat 
Theretore every lpecial hing donc m tac 
Service of God is W orthup, und a Fart of 
x Lat 


L iv +» 5 
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that R that is due unto. him? ; i | 
quently . whatſoeyer ſpecial Thing done in 
Divine Service, and is not a ſpecial Honour | 
and Worſhip unto God, muſt be a Diſhonour 

and Abuſe of his Majeſty, 


Tunis Worſoip may be gde and external. 

The internal Worſhip is merely ſpiritual, and 

is performed only within the Temple of the 1 
Heart; of which Sort are all the inward 

Motions of the Heart, which ſpring from 
the Apprehenfion of our -own Wants, 1 
God's infinite Excellency and Goodneſs. The 
external Worſhip is the expreſſing or ſettipg 
forth of the internal, by outward Signs or 

Ceremonies, by which - the Setrets: of the 

Soul are diſcloſed and made known. to the „ 
bodily Senſes of others; being mere Sha 
dows and Signs exhibiting that Reſemblance 

of ſuch Things, which we are deffrots;bnt 

not able to exhibir 1 in Deed and! in Subſtance. 
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Tarr 8 are either aba or in- 

ſtituted. The natural Ceremonies are all ſuch 
voluntary Compoſitions and Geſtures of Body, 

as may ſerve to diſplay thoſe hidden Mo. 

tions, Affections and Habits of the Mind, 

which are begotten in the Mind by ſore 

| Goodneſs in thoſe unto whom they were di- 

rected; for the Ground of all Ceremony is 

| in him, unto whom it is performed. And 

| all Ceremonies of this Kind, wherein there is 

a Concurrence of Nature and Will in the 

Framing 


[iy } 


| Fram) A g bY em, qughs, to; he per- 
tore. (ome lingſs, and, Decency 51 AS iR 
| has ever as obſeryed in the Church of God 
| from the earlieſt Ages to the preſent Times, 
th. in: publick and private Miniſtrations: 
ut as they, have their Original from the na- 

he Motions and Conceptions of the Mind; 
hence, it follows, as, there are, divers Natures 
| and Diſpoſitions ; divers Inclinations and. At- 
fections in Mankind, it cannot be, but that 
Natue muſt, needs, vary, and be divers in 
them alſo: And, therefore we find that theſs 
Ceremonies have 1 upon ſome ſpecial and par- 

| ticular Occaſions been omitted and ſuppreſſed. 


Tax inſiztuted r are ſuch out- 
. ward Signs and Nites, which by reaſon of ſome 
Analogy or Likeneſs, are ordain'd and ap- 
pointed to ſignity and to ſhadow forth fone: 
myſtical I rath ; and. which Nature had not 
deſign'd for any ſuch End or Purpoſe. Of 
which ſort are all Jewiſh Ceremonies, the 
Sacraments of our Church, all Heathenith 
and Popith, Rites, and thoſe arbitrary Cere- 
monics, which have becn the Subject of fo 
great Contention among Protcſtants : Some 
*contending_ for a promiicuous Uſe of ſuch 
Cetemonics as have been introduced without 
regard to any thing but £9.emmity and State; 
and others more conſcienticuſy rejecting thoſe 
Sens and Kites, as vain, fooliſh, and unlaw- 
ful, which, don't borrow Light from ſome 
Nord ot Ititution, when Nature has nor: 
rdain's 


0 ; 
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become obe Cerembnies. en e 
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Tur Ccrethobiics are again to be co 
dered both in regard to God and Man; A0 
then, whether they be natural or inſtituted, 
they are called Civil anct Religious W 
mew, =: Tr hs 3 3 oY 3 5 1 

Cin Veremonkek are fuch OR Marks' 
of: Reſpect, as indicate the inward' Regard 
or Affection, one : Perſon deſires to they d. to 
another. e e 


REILIO tos Ceremonies are ſuch outward 
Rites as ſerve to expreſs our Faith, Truſt, 
Dependence, Love, Fear, Reverence, Se. 
And are divided into common and proper. The 
common Ceremonies are ſuch as are equally 
uſed in Civil and Religious Marters, ſuch as 
Bowing or Bending the Knee in Prayet, which 


is a religious Ceremony to expreſs divine Re- 


verence to the Almighty : Yet it is, and 


may be uſed to the Civil Magiſtrate to ex- 


preſs our Submiſſion to him, and our regard 
tor him. To this Head may be reduced all 
Matters of Order and Decency in the Ser- 
vice of God, drawn from the Civil Cuſtoms 
4 Men; becauſe, ſo far as they are outward 


Signs of inward Worſhip, they may be ſafely 


reputed Parts of Divine Worſhip. 
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Tgoss: ol which are proper to 
Religion are ſuch, as in a peculiar Manner 
are tied only to the Actions and Purpoſes of 
religious Perſons: in the ſolemn Worſhip of 
God. In, which Ceremonies confiſteth the 
external Form of Divine ES: ; and _ 
are the outward Si _ chereaf. 

1 Ly 

| ALL Ceremonies uſed i in the Service of 
God, are either civil, or ſuch Ceremonies as 
are of the ſame Uſe out of that Service; or, 
they are boly, ſuch wherein Holineſs conſiſts in 
the due Uſe of them; or, they are prophane, 
which have either no Uſe, ar ſerve to à ſu- 
perſtitious Uſe: But the many human Inven- 
tions among Chriſtians, which neither ſerve 
to glorify God, nor to edify Man, are nei- 
ther civil Ceremonies, nor contain any Holi- 
| neſs in them: Therefore they muſt be re- 
jected as ſuperſtitious and prophane. No- 
intended or done by Man is an Ho- 
nour to God, but that which is in Obedience 
unto. ſome, of; his Commandments. All Ce- 
remonies of Religion that are an :Jonour- 
ielf. God, muſt; de commanded by © 164 Him- 
and they that attempt to bring ſuch 
ok into his Worſhip, as are no Ho- 
nur go him, mock him. . 0 


HR we find that Divine Worſhip is 
either true or falſe. True Worſhip is Hes . 
immediate Service, which the One Only 


3 God, 


1 * 
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God requireth to be — unto him- 
felt ; and in wWhoſe Exerciſe conſiſtetli tru 
Hohneſs and Religion. And therefore, bot 
as to the Matter and Manner thereof, it ought 


to be according to the preſeript Rule of God's 


Word only. Neither has any mortal Crea- 
ture Authority to frame any Form of God's 
Service and Worſhip! according to his own 
Conceit. — Falſe Worſhip is ſuch a Service 
of God, as hath no Warrant from God him- 
ſelf... And whatſoever is Unholy and Super- 
ſtitious out of God's ſolemn Service, can- 
not be made, by the ſole Appomtment and 


Wilkot Man, Holy and Good, in the ſolemn 
Service of God. T kerefore, | 


40 ine a p77 
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I> is of the greateſt Colicern to the Chri- 
flinn Church, ts güard againſt all Innova- 


tions in Ceremonies; as well on Account of 
their Vanity, Folly, and Sinfulneſs; as, be- 


eauſe Ceremonies are; as it were, the Partition 


Walls, whereby (for the moſt Fart) one 


Church 'or Cohateazrioii: of: Chriſt 18 divi- 


ded from another; che Diverſity and Vartet) 


of Ceremonies, too often, be Setting, a D- 
verſity of Dottrines and Opitiions, "whereby 
one Religion differeth” from andther! And 


therefore we may obſerve, that the fire 


one Church differeth from another i Rites 
and Ceremonies, the more it is wont to di. 
ter! in Sende of Doctrine. { 5 


y 


L THE TRUE 

| CHURCHof CHRIST, 

Which, and where 10 be fund a | 
A of 

The late Judge BURNETT. 


DIE Taſk, which I have un- 
LIPe@=ITH) dertaken with a good Deſign, 
. 1 and am reſolved to execute, 
1 347 to the beſt of my Power, with 
a ſtrict Regard to Conſcience, may proba- 
bly meet with the common Fate of all thoſe, 
who have. attempted to awaken and reform 
a ſelt-opiniated, degenerate, ſuperſtitious and 
wicked People; which is to be contemn'd 
3 tor 


i: 


AAA 


* 
* 
* 


e 

for its Simplicity, miſrepreſented in its In- 
tention, and rejected for its Advice; tho? its 
Contents ought to claim the greateſt Regard 
from thoſe, who defire to worſhip God in 
Spirit and in Truth *, But theſe Conſidera- 
tions ought never to weigh with a Chriſtian, 
ſo as to obſtruct the Good, which poſſibly 
ſome may receive by the Miniſtry of that 


Gift, by which God has enabled him to de- 


fend his Cauſe, and to guide many in the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs. 


WrarT firſt led me to the immediate 
Conſideration of this Subject was the Num- 
ber of Claims laid to the v% le and True 


Cnukch of CHRIST by. ALL the Profeſſors 


of that ſacred Name, how much ſoever they 


differ from, and even contradict one another, 
and his Holy Word, by their particular In- 
ventions. But what more eſpecially promp- 
ted a further Enquiry into the particular 
Right each of the contending Parties pre- 
tend to have in this Church, was the bold 
Uſurpations of the Romaniſts; who, notwith- 
ſtanding they pay the leaſt Regard to the 
Goſpel, apply that Text of thoſe ſacred Re- 


* John iv. 23, 
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cords to themſelves alone, where St. Paul in- 
forms us, That there is but o Church, 
oNE Faith, and one Hope of our Calling in 


" CnrrsT Jesvs. And this is ſo boldly aſ- 
ſerted, and artfully introduced on all Occa- 


ſions, to ſupport their Claim to the oxr 
holy and univerſal Church, that I was fully 
perſuaded nothing could be of greater Ser- 
vice towards the ſettling ſuch religious Di- 
ſputes, and the convincing of Gainſayers to 
the Truth, than to ſearch the Scriptures ; and 
with Impartiality, without favouring any par- 
ticular Church or Society of Chriſtians, to en- 
quire whither theſe Things be ſo? and how 


we are to know which is that ons Church, 


which the ſame Apoſtle in another Place ſtiles 
the Pillar « and Ground of Truth ? 


THis oxE Church is the Houſe of 
GOD “*: And therefore ought to be di- 
rected in all Things, according to his Will, 
which is recorded in his Holy Word, and 
is a perfect Rule of our Faith and Practice, 
and able to make the Man of God r. : 


fect F, 
* 1 Tim, iii. 1g. Heb. x, 2t. 1 Pet. iv. 17 
Joel j. 15. 1752 Tiw. , 15, i 
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Gloklous Thing are therein recorded 
| of this Church of God *. It is called the 
BY City, the Temple, and the Mountain of the 
1 eternal Lord: A Vineyard, a Garden enclo- 1. 

ſed; a Spring ſhut up, a ſealed Fountain; - 

an Orchard of Pomgranates with ſweet . 
Fruits; the Siſter, the Love, the Spouſe, 
the Queen, the Body, the Heritage, and 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, who is the Joy of 
the whole Earth T. And it does, or ought 
to conlift of a Society or Fellowſhip of 
faithful and holy People zealous of good 
Works, who aſſembling themſelves toge- 1 
ther in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt the Right- | 
eous, our King, Prieſt, and our Prophet, to 
worſhip the Father in the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs d, ſubmit peaceably and Ws to his 
Laws 


M TA ENICN 


Pf. hog. 4. | 

+ PC, Ixxxvii, 3, 1 Tim. iii. 15. leb. iii. 6. 
1 Cor ili. 17. Tia. ii. 2. Mich. iv. 1. Zech. viii. 3. 
x Pet. ii. 9, Cant. i. 6. iv. 9, 12, 13. v. 1. Iſa. v. 7. 


li. 3. Matt. xx. 1. PC, kl. 9. 1 Cor, i. '#7« 
x Pet, v. 3, Col, I. 13. Erh. v. 5. Lam. ii. 15. 


| |} | Ei ci, 1, exlix. 1. Iſa, Ji. 12. Eph. i. 3 
11 
Ki x Cor. i. 2. Rev. xvii. 14. Deut. vii. 6. xiv, 2, 21. 
xvi, 19. Iſa. lxii. 12. Coloſſ. iii. I» Titus 11, 14, 
1 John ii. 1. Fi, xt, ͤ Vb 1-2. 
| 2 Pet. 
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ry ; and ,whoſe moſt holy and heavenly 


Tg 3 
Laws and Ordinances, keeping the Unity 


of: the Spirit in the Bond of Peace and of 
Love unfeigned *. This is the Church, to 
whom the Covenants and all the Promiſes 
were made of Peace, Love, and Salvation, 
and of the Preſence, Grace, Power, and Pro- 
tection of God. Whoſe Head is the King 
of Peace, and Lord of all Power and Glo- 


Laws 
1-301 | | | | 
2 Pet. i, 11, Luke xxiii. 2. John. xii, 16, 1 Tim, 
vi. 15. Rev. xix. 16. Rom. viii. 34, Heb. v. 10. 
vill. 1. iv. $4; 4. 1. Deut. xv. 15. 1 Chron; xvi; 
29. Pf, xxix, 2. xcvi. 9. John iv. 23. Exod, xx, 
7 8. ; 


n $9. 23 Cor. xt. 16, -- Ker. 2x0. 9. 
Mark ix.-co. Rom. i. 5. Eph. iv. 3. 1 Cor... 15; 
;: The. v. 8. i Tam. 1.5, 1 Cor, x1. 4. 2 Pet. 
i. 22. 1 John mi. 18, 


+ Gal, iv. 28. Rom. xv. 8. 2 Cor. vii, 1, Heb, 
vi. 12. xi. 33. 2.Fet.1. 4. Pi. xxix. 21. xxxvil. 37, 
Ixxii. 7, Iſa. xxvi. 12, liv. 10, Luke i. 79. ii. 14. 
21.51, John xiv. 27. Wi. 33. . 36. 
%%% œ UV... . , Then. - 
iii. 16. Rom. v. 5. Titus iii. 4. 1 John iii. 1, 16. 
iv. 9. Rom. 1. 16. Eph. i. 13. 1 Theſſ. i. 5, 9. 
2-T id. 16. Hed. . 1 Fett 1.9: 2 Cor. 
Flii, 11, Gen, xvii, 7. Exod, vi. 7. Deut. iv. 7. 
Nehem. ix. 7. Ma. zi. 2. xlv. 22. Alvi. 9. john 
XV11, 3. Rom. vii. 31. 2 Cor. i. 21. Heh. ni. 4. 
viii. 10. Rev. xxi. 3. Pſ. AI. 5. hi i. Kai. 7; 
2 Cor, xii, 19. Job xxxvii. 22. Rom. i. 16. 1 Cor, 
i. 4. Coloſ. i. 6. 2 Cor. vii. 1. Eph. iii. 2. Tit. 
u. 11. 1 Pet, v. 12. Pf. lix, 2, 16. Tec. ix; 15. 

| Pi. 
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Laws enjoyn Faithfulneſs and Vigilance, 


Sincerity and Purity, both in the Doctrine 
and Example of her Paſtors and Teachers; 


Care and Uprightneſs in her Governors; 
and require Humility, Meekneſs, Obedience, 
Sobriety, Chaſtity, Brotherly-Love, Relief 
and Truth in all her Members; ſo that all 
may edify one another; exhort, reprove and 
comfort one another, in Love, to the Glory 
of God; whereby every living, elect and 
precious Stone of this ſpiritual Building, 
whoſe Foundation is ſo ſurely laid that the 
Gates of Hell are not able to prevail a- 


gainſt it, will ſnew its proper Beauty, carry 


its own Burden, and keep its own Order 
and Place.” | 


IN 


Pf. vii. 9. v. 11. xviii, 2. xci. 4 Prov. ii, 7. Dan. 
ii. 37. Matt. xii. 15. Luke ii. 14. iv. 6. Rom. ix. 4. 
1 Cor. ii. 9. James ii. 1. 1 Pet. i. 21. Jude 25. 


* Matt, xi. 30. 1 John v. 3. Acts xx. 18, Ke. 
Rom, xii 7. Dan. xii, 3. Eph. iv. 11, Kc. Tit. 
ii. 3. Matt. xxil. 16, xxviii. 20. Mark xii. 14. 
Luke xx, 21. Acts xxviii. 31. Coloſſ. i. 28. Rom. 
xii. 8. 1 Pet. v. 5, 6. James iv. 10. Prov. xv. 33. 
xxii. 4. Acts xx. 19. Luke xiv. 11, Matt. v. 5. 
1 Pet. iii. 4, 15. Zeph. ii. 3. Gal. v. 23. Col, iii. 


22. Tit. in, 2, James i, 21. iii. 13. Heb, xt. 17. 


Gen. xxvii. 8. Exod, xix. . xxiii. 21, 22. 1 Sam. 


xv. 22, Job xxxvi, 11. Jer. vii, 23, Adds v. 29. 
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Ix a Church thus conſtituted and ſupport- 
ed, we ſhall find no Office ambitiouſly af- 
feted; no Law wilfully diſtorted from its 
natural Import, or negle&ed ; no Truth 
concealed, or perverted : but every one of 
this Fellowſhip has Freedom and Power, ſo 
long as they take Care not to diſturb its 
peaceable Order, to- utter their Complaints 
and Griefs, and freely to reprove the Tranſ- 


greſſions and Errors of any * without Re- 
ſpect of Perſons. 


B, 


Heb. v. 9 Pſ. xviii. 44. Ixvi. 3. Rom. v. 1. Avi. 
. G.. 1. 3 2. Dent. vill. 20. © 
Theſf. v. 6. 1 Tim. ii. 9. ij. 2. Tit. i. 8, 11. ii. 2. 
, % . , e en. 


ij. 13. Tit. ii. 5 Rom. zw. 15. 1 Cor. ii 1, 13. 


Avi. 14.  Colofl, 1}. 14, 1 Tit. i. 6. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 
„ 1.7. - 1 Thefl, v.09, John xv. 
20. Rom. xiii. 8. Mich. vi. 8, Matt. v. 7. Hoſea 


vi. 6. James ii. 13, Levit, xxv. 35. If. i. 17. 


Matt. x. 42. Mark ix. 41. Prov. iii. 3. xxiii. 23. 
Iſa. xxvi. 2. Zech. vii. 9. viii. 16, 19. Eph. iv. 25. 

John i. 17. viii. 52. James iii. 14. 1 John iii. 18. 

Nom. iv. 9. W. 2. 1 Cor. x. 23. Xiv. 3. 1 bei v. 

rt. 1 John in. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 1 Theſf. ii. 3, 11. 

Acts xvi. 40. 1 Cor. xiv. 31. Philip ii. 1. 1 Cor. x. 

31. 1 Kingsviggg, Kc. Zech. xiv. 21. 1 Pet. ii. 5, 

&. Gal. vi. 2. 1 Cor. xii. 1, &c, Rom. xii, 3. Matt. 

xvi. 18. 


1 Cor. ii. 17. 3 John 9. 1 Tim. iv. 2, 3. 1 
Cor, iv. 2. Gal. vi. 12. Jer. xxiii. 23. 1 Tim. ii. 
8. 1 Obr. iv. 30 Jehn . i. . 2 4. 
xiv, 23, 1 Tim, ir. 14. v. 22. Nom vi. 17 
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Tuts is the Church, in which our Saviour, 
aſcending into Heaven, ordain'd certain Mi- 
niſters for the Building it up in the Unity 
of Faith and Knowledge * ; which Mini- 


ſters had their different reſpective Offices, 


according as the Order and Neceſſity of par- 

ticular People, in diverſe Regions, Cities and 
Towns, required. Thus we read of ELDers 
elected at Derbe, Lyſtra, Ironium, Antioch, 
&c. with Prayer and Faſting T. And St. 
Paul, who. had the Care of all the Churches 
informs us, That God had ordain'd in the 
Miniſtry of his Church $, Apoſtles, Evange- 
liſts, Prophets, Paſtors, Teachers, Governors ||, 
and Deacons, beſides others that were en- 
dow'd with the Gifts of Healing, working 
of Miracles, and ſpeaking diverſe Tongues. 
Of which Offices ſome were temporal, as the 
Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, thoſe endow'd 
with the Gifts of Healing, working Miracles, 
and of ſpeaking diverſe Tongues ; becauſe they 
were neceſſary only for the firſt planting; 


. Eph. iv. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
+ AQs xiv. 23. Titus i. 5. 
8 Rom. xii. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11, 


The ſame as in other Parts of the New Teſta- 
ment are called E/der:. 


and 


{ 9] 
and Foundation of the Church. Some are 
Perpetual, as Paſtors, Teachers, Governors, 
and Deacons; becauſe they are neceſſary 
for nouriſhing and building up the Church 
for ever; and by whom it may be directed, 
according to God's Word, in all Matters, 
that are merely Eccleſiaſtical. And therefore 
Icollect; as it is unlawtul, fo it is unneceſſary 
for Men, following their own Devices, to 
inſtitute and ordain any other Offices, or 
Kinds of Miniſtry beſides theſe, appointed 
and approved by God himſelf, and exerciſed 
in the pure primitive Church. 


Now as to the diltinct Dur is of theſe 
Officers: The Duty of Paſtors and Teachers 
is chiefly to inſtruct the choſen People of God 
in all thoſe Things, which the Lord has ap- 
pointed them to learn. And the Duty of the 
| Governors and Deacons is to provide that 


good Order and Diſcipline be obferved in the | 
Church. All which Offices, being rightly 


eſtabliſhed and faithfully. exerciſed in the 
Church, are able to make us meet roge- : 
ther in the Unity of Faith and Knowledge : 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man ac- 
cording to Doctrine“ And, both for Do- 

PE c ff. 
1 Eph. 5 12, 13. „ 
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ctrine and Order of Government, to make 
us one Body of Chrift, and en * 


one of another 7. 


Bur ſuch is the aims of Duſt and 


Aſhes, that, All pretending to amend what 


their Maker had eſtabliſhed, it was not long 
before new Offices were invented, and added 


to theſe; and in other Places ſome were 


either wholly rejected and put away; or fo 
alter d, chang d and perverted from the ori- 
ginal Conſtitution, that the eceleſiaſtical Po- 
lity, which had been built upon the Founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner Stone S, 
was totally overthrown. Nor is it to be won 
der'd that ſuch an Innovation in Govern. 


ment and Diſcipline ſhould open a Way to a 
Corruption of Doctrine: For where chere is 
a falling away from the Letter of the Word 
"of God, the Son of Perdition will introduce 
Ignorance, Hereſies, Idolatry, Superſtiti- 
on, Cc. And thus we read“ that the Ex. 
change of the Ordinance of God and Chriſt 
> brought in the Devil and Antichriſt, 


In 


” +3 Cor. xii. 27. compared with Eph. iv. 12, &c. 


$ Eph, ii. 20, 21. * 2 Theſſ. ii. 


TY 1 2 * 


- In-ſhall then he my Care to enquire in what 
Church, now extant, we may find che Offices 
of Paſtors, Teachers, Governors, and Deacons, 
and theſe, neither uſurping more than is their 
Due, nor neglecting any Part of their Mi- 
niſtration. Which I preſume will be moſt in. 
telligibly performed by ſearching the Scrip- 
tures for their diſtinct Qualifications and Com- 

miſſions. ä 


pf Pa ASTOR, * which Degree we find 
7 imothy, and thoſe Elders mentioned-at Ephe- 


f fus,. and in other Places I, is a ſynonymous 


Name for a Superintendant or Cverſeer of the 
Faithful ;, who is more generally diſtinguiſhed 


by the Name of Biſhop * : He muſt be apt ta 


teach d; and not a Novice or young Scholar, 
but a Workman that needeth not to be a- 
ſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, 
and holding faſt the faithful Word as he Ws 


been taught, ſo as to be able by ſound Do&- 


rine to preach the Word, to exhort, rebuke, 
| reprove and convince Gainſayers. How de- 


«GS | > 5-4-5. 


See Acts xx. 17, 1 Tim. v. 17. & Acts xiv, 23. 
1 Pet. v. 2. James v. 14. 

See Acts xx. 17, 28. Philip i, 1. 1 Tim, iii. 2, 8, 
Tit. L 67 67 R. 1 F., 37 4» & It, 25. 

$ i Tim, is, 3. 


[12] 
plorable then muſt be the State of thoſe 
People, who ſeldom or never hear the Word 


of God traely preached, whoſe Paſtors are un- 
learned, or neglect their Miniſtry! For 


without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: 
and true Faith muſt be convey'd to the Heart 
by true Preaching *. But to proceed: This 


Paſtor muſt not only be qualified to teach 


Godlineſs; he mult alſo be blameleſs, ſober, 
juſt, holy, temperate, of good Report of 
them that are without, wiſe and vigilant, as 
becometh a Steward of the Myſteries and 
manifold Graces of God. He muſt not be 
Selt.willed, nor ſoon angry, no Striker, nor 
Brawler, nor given to Wine, nor greedy of 
filthy Lucre, nor covetous; but given to 
Hoſpitality, a Lover of good Men, and able, 
and diligent to feed the Flock committed to 
his Care with Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing: Not holding his Office in Reſpe& of 
Perſons, nor exerciſing Lordſhip over God's 
Heritage; but doing his Duty to every Soul, 
as he will anſwer the fame before the God 
of our Salvation. In which Deſcription we 
find 


* Rom, x. 11. 3 N 

#1 Tim. iii. 28. Tit. 1. 5. 6. 7 7. I Pet. v. 1. &c. 
compared with Luke xxij. 25. Matt. zxij. 25. Mark 
x. 41. John xili. 13. Matt, zxii. 8. 3 John ver. 9. 
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find the divine Penmen are guarding againſt 
three particular Vices. (1) Slothfulneſs in 


teaching; (2) Covetuouſneſs of Riches; (3) 


Ambition, or Deſire of exerciſing Lordſhip, 


or unſcriptural Power over the Congregation 


of the Faithful: I mean that imperious and 
pompous Dominion, which only becometh 
the civil Magiſtrate in the Exerciſe of his 


wordly Affairs; and not that Authority. to 


which the Spiritual Guzdes have a juſt Right, 


and their F locks a are in Duty bound to ſub- 
mit 5. 


HEN CE os it is collected, That no igno- 
rant, nor unlearned Perſon is to be admitted 


to the Office of a Paſtor; or if ſuch a one 


has crept into the Miniſtry, that he muſt not 
be retained ; no more than a blind Man may 
be admitted to an Office, which muſt he exe- 


cuted with the Sight; or a dumb Dog kept 
to give Warning, which cannot bark: And 
that a faithful Biſhop ought to his public 


Preaching add private Exhortation, Repre- 


henſion and Conſolation of every particular 


Perſon ar his Care, ſo often as need may 
require“. 


a Bur 


$ Mark x. 41. Heb. xili. 7; 


* From Houſy to Houſe, Acts xx. 20 2 431. 
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Bur here we come to the other Part of 
the Enquiry, which relates. to the Paſtor's. 


Commiſſion. Which is to preach God's holy 


Word: To pray with the Congregation for 

whom he is ordain'd : To adminiſter the Sa- 
craments inſtituted by Chriſt: And to govern; 
the Prog: committed to his Charge. 


5 Abies Grft Commiſion to his Apbs 
ſtles proves the Truth! of: the firſt Part of 
this Aſſertion: Theſe twelve Jeſus ſent forth, 


and commanded them, ſaying _——— Go to the loſt 
Sheep of the Houſ: of Ifrael: And as ye g 
PREACH, ſaying the Kingdom m of God is at 


band.— Provide neither Gold, nor Silver, nor 
Braſs in your Purſes —The Workman is worthy 


of bis Meat. -—But, be wiſe as Serpents, and 


barmleſs as Doves. And if you are perſecut- 
eck for doing your Duty in- Conſequence of 
this Commiſſion, Take no thbught how of what 
ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be given you in the 
ſame Hour what ye ſpall peak. For it is not 
ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father that 
ſpeaketh in yon. In which Scripture we have 
not only the original Form of their Commiſ- 

ſion 


® Mat: x. 5-20. 


Ba 


[45] 


ſion to preach, but certain Injunctions for 


the better Peformance of that Part of the - 


| Paſtoral Office. Jeſus o confines them to preach 
the Kingdom of God, the ſure Means of Sal- 
vation, without confounding the pure Word 
of God with human Inventions, and need. 


leſs and unedifying Speculations. He that 


knew the Hearts of all Men, and how prone 


Nature is to Slothfulnefs, and that Riches, 


or this World's Goods, would deprive the 
Church of the beſt of Preachers laden there- 
with, forbids all lucrative Views in this Mi- 


niſtry: And exhorts em to be content with 


that neceſſary Proviſion + every Congregati- 


on is in Duty bound to make for the Paſtor, 
that watches over their Souls, and diſpenſes 
unto them the Myſteries of God: And not 
only to be watchful over their Flocks, to pro. 
ſerve them from Error, and to guide them in 

the Way of all Truth; and to be diligent in 


a faithful Diſcharge of their Duty: But to 
place ſuch a Guard on their own Infirmities, 


5 that neither Sei, Love, nor Self-Conc eit may en- | 


ter into that Miniſtry, whoſe Wiſdom ſhould 
be peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full 
of Mercy and good F ruits, without Partiali- 
| po bf 

+ Gal, vi. 6, 1 Cor. in. 7. 


WY 


Ran a — 0 
F 


— 


n n 
Boe: an D * 


l 
ty, and without Hypocriſy *. This is tbe 
Wiſdom which is from Above, and cometh down 
fem the Father of Light, and ſpeaketh ſo ef- 


fectually in a faithful Miniſter of Chrif, that 
he is never at a loſs to conſute the Inventions 
| and Subtilties of Men 3 nor afraid to deliver 
the whole Counſel of God, tho' Perſecuti- 


ons, and Impriſonments, and Death itſelf, 


ſtare him in the Face. 


Tux next Part of a Paſtor's Commiſſion 


is to PRAY with his Congregation : Into 
. whatfoever Houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be to 
this Houſe\|. And afterwards Chriſt gave his 
. Diſciples a proper Form of Prayer f. Thus in 
the fiſt Eſtabliſhment of the Cbriſt ian 
Church, Interceſſions, Supplications, Pray- 
ers, and giving of Thanks, were a neceſſ- 
-ary Part of the Paſtor's Duty, for the pro- 
moting of a quiet and peaceable Life in all 


Godlineſs and Honeſty 5. And we read 'in 
Acis, That the very reaſon for inſtituting the 


. Deacons, ' was ao the Paſtors might give 


emſelvrs 
* James ill. 15 | | Zo "44 Show 
Ef TS oe ny * e 
1 Luke xi, 1, &c, 
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*hſelves continually to Prayer, and the Mi. 


niſtry of the Word * . An Inſtitution highly 


neceſlary in public 8 to prevent 
Confuſion and Diſorder, and agreeable to the 


Cuſtom of the Church of God in all Ages, 
even before the Coming of the Meſſab. And 
for its due Performance, or - Miniftration, we 


fmd there have been delivered many Directi · 


ons, both as to the Object, the Subject, and the 
Manner. It muſt be directed to God the Fa- 
ther for all Things lawful and needful , fer- 


vently, ſincerely, with Faith, and thro' the 


alone Mediation of Chriſt „ to the Praiſe of 


the Mercy, Truth, and Power of God. 


Which ought to be well conſidered by thoſe 
that pretend to minifter the Mord, without 
Praying with the Congregation : That cither 


pray in an unknown Tongue, or mutter over 


in Silence thoſe Prayers which ſhould edify, 
and be joined with a hearty Amen, of all the 
Congregation: And by thoſe that direct their 
Prayers to any other Object, Saint, or An. 


gel; or to the Almighty Father, thro' any 
other Mediation than his Only Son; or diſ- 
guiſe them with ſuch human Inventions, Cee 


remonies and Cuſtoms, as deſtroy the Life 


D | of 


Acts vi, 4. ſee alſo xv. 16. 1 Cor. xiv, 16. 
7 Luke xi. 2, &, Pſ. I. 18. & e, 
| Tohn xxi u 26. Col. iv, Pf, xvii. 
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doubt of their Sincerity, Zeal, and Fen: n 


THE Poſter, in the. next Place, is com- 
miſſion'd to adminiſter. the Sacraments of) 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, which Cbriſt 
himſelf ordained, as Seals for the Confirma- 
tion of the Promiſes of God, and ſpiritual; 
Food for. the Souls of the Faithful. Gag, 


ſays Jeſus, and teach ali Nations, BAPTIZ IN: 


them in the Name of | the Father, and of the, 
Lon, and of the Holy 05915 ; TEACHING. them, 
10 obſerve all 7 hings , that I have connnanded 
yaut And, St. Paul explaining the Com- 
miſſion of Chriſt | in this Particular, Do this in 


Remembrance of me*, informs us, That the, 


Lord's Supper ought. to be celebrated, by, 
preaching of the Lord's Death ; ſaying, So 1 
often. as ye ſhall eat of this Bread, and drink of 
this Cup, ye ſpall ſhew forth tbe. Lord's Death, 
till be come ||. Where it appears, that the, 
Adminiſtration, of the. Sacraments , is com- 


mitted to none, but to ſuch as are, able to 


expound the Myſtery of them; able to teach 


them that are baptized, the great Mysteries 


wat 


of the Chriſtian Faith, nf, to preach the 


Myſtery 
1 xxviii. 19. . 
'* Luke xxii. 19. 3 . 3 
1 Cor. xi. 24. 3 — 


of. the Duty, and give us great Reaſon ca 


[ 29 1 
Myſtery of ChHs Death to them; to whom 
they deliver the outward Sign thereof. How 
choſe Churches, which either rejeRt the Mi- 


niſtration of the Sacraments, or commit it to 


Peacons, and ſometimes to Mid wives; and 
do Tredbenbl h ts illtefate Miniſters, can pre- 
ſume to Call themſelves Chriſt ei vijible urch 
a kave the — Reader to judge. 


LHOKG. S 10 cf ; 271 117 1 - 


wi ifs llt Clauſe of this Paſtors s Comfnil- 
fon, Yo fuld br povthn the Profle Committed ib 
bis Chatve, is fountled on that Scripture, 
| Whatſtever'y ye ſhall bind bn Earth ſpall be bbumd 
in Heaven. Aud cobalt ſoever ye tvoſt en Earth 
Jhall * Be Tobfed' in Heaven f. A Ser iprare 
which by no means countenaniceth the uſurp'd 
Authority of a ſingle Perſon 1 to Jord it G 
ay one; much less over many, of all 
| Contes. For gur Saviour i not only dixects 
this ; Commiſtion to his Apoftles i in the p ura 
Number ; bit te, knowing the nat rat Þ ro- 
petivity 9 7 to thirſt Kiel biggi, i 85 
qu ehtly,” alter, this, *endeavours to prevent 
Their wühlt Seth his Words, or ui 7 
ing them to ſupport a perſonal Authority, 2 
cluſive of the Church or Congregation, of the 

faithful, each of them ſhould prefide over, as 
3 i Weir 

Matt. xviii, 18. ER 3 


<7 Ce” * PDP FI n 
fs D pd 3 


[200 | 
their Paſtor. if. % of you Pall agree; on 


Earth, as touching. any thing, they ſhall aſt, it 
| ſhall be done for them of my Father, ⁊ubicb is in 


Heaven : for where two or three are gathered 
together in my Name, THERE am I in the 
midſt of them* . He that ruleth ſhall be as he 

that ſcrveth +. For one is your Maſters 
which is Chriſt, and all ye are Bretbren||. 

And this was ſo well underſtood by the Diſci- 
ples, that they always reproved thoſe, that 
uſurp'd an Authority independent of .the 
Congregation: And tho” to prevent Confu- 
ſion, the Faithful multiplied in particular 
Churches, they diſpenſed with their aſſem- 
bling upon every Occaſion, when their Go- 
vernment required. We read that the A- 
poſtles lodged the Power of Church o- 
vernment in certain Officers, call'd Gevern- 
ments $, who were to aid and aſſiſt the Paſtor 
in. the Execution of this Part of his Office, 
and to determine all Cauſes, , except in ſome 
extraordinary. Occaſions, that might require 
the Conſideration of a more diffuſive Coun: 


* 4 7% 


Uefi to the Paſtor alone to rode, to re. 


Matr. xvii, 19, 20. nil; 10 %% add 
6. a alt ien ene 
I Mart, xx. 26. 3 


I MXatt. xi ii. 8. 3 


5 | Cor, Xl', 28, Rom, X11. 8. 81 oo 7 is Co 
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-chim an offending Brother. Which is col- 
lected firſt from our Saviour's own Direction; 
Tf". thy Brother treſpaſs aguinſt thee, go and tell 
bim bim his Fault between thee and him alone: 
But if he: will not bear thee, then take with 


.the.onz or Two more: — And if be ſpall ne. 
2 to hear them, tell it unto THe CHUAcH: 


But if be negletis to hear ur Cuvron, let 


bim be unto thee as an beathen Man and a Pub- 
-lican*: And more circumſtantially from 


the univerſal Practice of the Apoſtles, who 


not only provided every Church they eſta- 


bliſhed with a ruling Paſtor, but, when theſe 


Churches were confirmed in the Faith, or- 


dained £/ders to aſſiſt the Paſtor in each of 
them to govern their reſpective Flocks 7: 


From | thoſe poſitive Commands, in divers 
Parts of the Epiſtles, to obzy THEM that have 
the Rule over us: And from thoſe Paſſages, 


Miniſter or Paſtor ||; and to turn away from 
ſuch as uſurp more Authority than they afe 
empower'd by the Gofpel to exereiſe d. To 


_ we may add the Caſe of Diatrophes . 


©5:73 Hence 
-© Matt. xviii. 15, 06, 17. 


+ See Acts xiv. 23. Tim. v. 7. Compared with I 


Cor. v. * Rom, xii: 8. 1 Cor. Ni. 28. 


| See 1 Cor, iii. 3 to the End, and ch. Iv. 1. 


8 See 2 Tim. ii. 1—8. and ch. n 
2 2 John, ver. g. ern 


where we are forbid to glory in any particular 
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Hence we learn in Mot is lodged the pouter 
of ordaining ſuch things in the Church as are 
nedeſſary for Order and Decency. and for Eui- 
-fcation.; and to hear and examine Matters 
touching eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline; to t£xcom- 
-MUNICATE I boremongert, covetons Perſons, 
Mere. Slanderem,  Drunkaras,: Kxtortion- 
ers; and Heretichs ** z and alſo ſuch as te- 
dale 5 hearken to the Admonition of the 
Church, when reprimanded for kfs Of- 
fences ]: That all Proceedings in ſuch Caſes 
may be done without Partiality or Affection ꝶ. 
All; which deſerves the ſerious Attention of 
thoſe who ſubmit to the Uſurpation of an 
Ini verſal Biſhop, and the unſcriptural Power 


of a Dioceſan Paſtor, who not only, claims thne 


tyrannical Juriſdiction af Excommunication, 
which is in no one Man, no nt in an poſtir, 
but is cammon ta the hale Church; and ought 
to be executed, not by a Biſhop or Paſtor, or 
committed to any of his ſubordinate Officers, 
but by lawful Delegates of the Church 1 Of 
thoſe, who conniving at)theireal Crimes that 
yr or this. eccleſiaſtical — inſti- 


tuted 
7 oy ; 4 | of 
1 Cor. v. 11 
** Sce Titus i li. 10. * ron 20. Tim, ii. wy 


John, ver. 10, 18. 


1 att. xviii, 155 16, 17. 2 | Thoſe wi; (ET # 


1 I Tim, v. «19, 2 217. d 15; gel © 


n . 


237) 


tuted o for the: Difteittin of the u | 


that the Spirit may be fuved in-the Day of m. 


Lord +; thunder it our for every FTrifle; for- 


the Non-payment of a little Monty where there 
i na Ability; far Nan appearauce, where it 
may be out of the Power of the Party to at- 
tend 5 28 at. theſe, and | ſuch-hke temporal 
Concerns, were a: ſuſficient' Reaſon to caſt: 
Men out af; the Protection of Chr; to de- 


liver them unto the Tyranny of Satan; to de- 


prive them of everlaſting Salvatipn, and to 
confine them in the bottomleſs Pit for ever. 


And finally, of thoſe, who monopolize Salva- 
tion to their o particular Churchę and for 


Support of ſome trifling, unſcriptutal indif. X 


ferent Ceremony, pretend to ariathematigy * 
ee N en men | 


f } wt 7 31 


Tux Paſtor was not thus aſſiſted by Elders 
only, in the Government of his Church or 
F lock; but by Teachers alſo fin the Work of? 
* r reaching, who: for the moſt Part were Elders? 
that labs urdi in the Word and Doctrine 8; and? 
were ordain'd. to preach the Goſpel ; having: 
been. tound apt to teach, not with enticeing 

Words 

+ See 1 Cor. v. & 2 Cor. ii. | | 

Rom. xiii, 8, 1 Nr. xiii. 28, * . 
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L 241 
Words of Man's Wiſdom, but with the De: 
monſtration of the Spirit, and of Power : 
Able to divide the Word of God atight,' 
comparing ſpiritual Things with ſpiritualꝰ; 
to deliver ſound and wholeſome Doctrine 


from the Book of eternal Life, approving it * 
to every Man's Conſcience, edifying the {1 


Simple, ſtrengthening the Weak. hearted, 

and convincing thoſe that oppoſe the Truth; 
unreproyeable in Life and Converſation, for 
Sobriety, Temperance, Meekneſs, Love, 
Modeſty, and other, Virtues; and of good 


Report for the well governing of their own 


Families . An Order ſomewhat repreſent- . 


ers, Lefurers, and Curates; where the Num- 


bers and Neceſſities of a Church or Con grega- 


ton require ſome Help F to the Paſtoral 
Office... . 


1 


-Wovotp. not they do well to confider how 


far they fall ſhort of the true Model of the 


Church of Cbriſt, who ordain i ignorant or in 


fufficient Men, and licence them to preach l 
and teach the Goſpel: Who confer an Office 
without a Charge; for it is as unreaſonable 
5 to 
[ 1 Cor. ii. 4+ 
„„ 
52 iii. 4, Ke. bas: 0 | DIGG 
Cor. xiii. 28. — with Heb hy 1, 24; * 


5 
© 
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to preach unto, and to teach {Ec tich? 
when he cammbt find or vbtain it; as it would 
be to choſe à Churchwarden, that as neither 
Church or Parlſh to keep; or to nominate 4 
Conſtable, that has neither Town nor Place 
to exeteiſe his Office in. And by thoſe, who 
under the godly Titfe of a Teacher, ingrude 
themſelves into ſpiritual Preferrmerits by the 
moſt worldly : and unjuſtifiable Means, with- 
out taking any Care how, or in what Manner, 
the People committed to their Charge may 
or ſhall be inſtructed in the Knowledge and 
Love of God, the” Father, and of his Son 
Chriſt Jeſur our Lord; but rather ſtir up 
Striſe and Debate, and throw them into Con- 
fuſion by rigorous Exactions, and vexatious, 


and expenſive Law-Suits, for trivial and (too 


often) for unjuſt Demands and Claims. Can. 
fuch a one watch againſt and oppoſe Falſe 
Teachers, that Wette the Peace and Unity 
of the Church? Or will he ever be able to 
promote the eternal Welfare of a negleicd | 

or dſpöſted Congregation? | 


81 f., 


183 15 
--By Saran we are to underſtand "OY ſe 


"Elders Joined to the Paſtor of every particular 


Church, to aſſiſt him in the well governing. 
of the ſame. Of which I have already treat- 
| E 5 bg 


1 26 

ed fo ſufficiently above, that J ſhall; add no 
Na but only that it ſhould, ſeem. by this 
% Lot the Elders that 8.7 vs well be count: 

: worthy of double Honour eſpecially THEY 
| that labour in the W, ad, and DaeZring, That 
in thoſe Days thore were Lay: Elder, as well 
as Spiritual Elders, join'd i in the Goyemment 
o the Churches: : Who- Perchance- 15 
Deacons „and alſiſted in the Miniſtration of 
the Neceſſaries of Life to the poor Diſciples, 
And which Office gradually decay d. as it 
became leſs neceſſary by the Subſtitution of 
Churchwardens and Oyerſeers, of the Poor, 
when Chriſtianity obtained the Countenapce 
and Protection of the. Princes of this World, 


143 


and encreaſed i in Power and Riches. 5 


1 ig 

a . a now to 773 che Office - be = 
Deacon, His Office does not appear by Serip- 
ture to he any mgre than faithfully to gather 
and collect by the Ordinance of tho Church 

of Chriſt, the Goods. and Benevolence of the 
Fairhfidl; and by. the fame Direction ts di- 
ſtribute them diligently and impartially ac- 


Tording to che Neceſſities of the Believers: 


Having firſt enquired into and conſider'd. of 
the Proportion of the Wants, vary of the 


"th u+s * . * 4 3 
1117 im. v. 17. „ See Acts zi. 30. 
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che Officer ind of the other ou and Rated | 


the ſame to the Church . 


” A3 for the Deacomieſfes or Widows ; of 
whom we are inform d, That they muſt have 
beet ty Years of Age before they cod be 


_ elfbibſe'th that Office'; ant well reported of 


for beit good Woiks; for bringing up theit 
own Childrer in the Faith inc Ne rot God? . 


for lodging of Strangers; for their Help Hd 


rellef of the Kfflicted and Piſtreſſed: ang 


that, Being left without any Family of tixir 


own, malt alſo Have given Proof "of help 
Piety towatds God, by cafe in Supplica- 
tions and Prayers Night und Day: And that 
their whole Emptey was confin'd t6 miniſter 
unto the Diſeaſed, the Sick, Lame, and 
Weary, Objects of the Church's Relief, ſuch 
helpful. Comforts as their ſeveral Caſes te- 
quired This Was an Inſtitution Which might 
then be. eonvenientz when the Faithſul had 
all Thipgs in common; and the. Neceſſi. 
ties of the Faithful, who were: maintain'd 
out of. the public Stock, made it neceſſary to 
have good, careful, diligent; ſxilſul, and 
weck Se rae them, 

| and 


Adds vi. 3. Rom. xii,9, 1 Tim. iti 13, 


"BE 
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and to help em; ho might prevent any 
Waſte, and ſee there ſhould be no Want. 


T His is the Light | in which 1 ſee the Of. 
* of Widows or Deacomeſſes : f And there- 
35, their Inſtitution.) was not Spiritual or Ex ccle- 
Gee, but merely Temporal or. Domeſtic: 
And as the reaſon of their Office did imme 
diately ſubſide, at the Alteration of the Cir- 


 curſtanees. of the F aithful for th the better, 


under the Protection and Indulgence . of the 
State : 1 mult not, I cannot admit their Of. 
fe to be at preſent abſolutely, an Order in 
the Chriſtian Churchz who gt their firſt Inſti- 
tution were much upon a Level with the Ma- 


| frons of our Hoſpitals and Waorkbouſes, $9 


But, 4s for the Offices of the Paſtor or 
Biſhop, : Governor or Ruler, the Flacher of 
Elder that laboureth in the Word ant Po- 
ctrine; they are of that Nature, that the 
Church, which is the Hoch of CObrift our 
Head,” muſt be lame and deform'd, and ma- 
nifeſtly injured and maimed where any or 
either of them is wanting, or has aſſumed 
too much, or all be found to depart from 
their. original Inſtitution. Por, tho* theſe Of- 
ſices, or, if Ten pleaſe to call them, Man 
Fr Ee Tot in de 


L 22 J 
e and ſeyeral; yet they are not ſo- 
ered, leaſt there, ſuould, be 4 Diviſion, in 
the Body: Nut they. are as the Members. of 


the Body, Placed 1 thergip by God-bimſelh 
to have the ſame Care one for: andther: 314 


perform their Duties jointly to the Service of 
the. Saints, and do the Ediffeatien of che Bo- 
dy of Chriſt; till we all come in the U Vniry'of 
the Faith, ad of the Ribledge of the Sri 
of God, unt A perteck M 6; Ante the Mea- | 
ſure of tne Stature 5 "the. Fulpeks, of 
Chriſt. Fibin hom the 7 b 


joined together, and Compäcded by, that 
which every Joint fupplicth, according to 9 
the effectual working! in the Meaſure of every 
part, maketh | Increafe- of the Body, utito 
the edifying itſelf in Love +. And it is really 
to the Deficiency of theſe Offices, it is, in part, 
eferred, in this Declaration That as I Have 
60 ſo I truſt I ſhall die, in the true 
6: Faith of Chriſt, as taught in the Scrip- 
©ttires 3 but not as taught and practiſed in 
any one viſible Church I know of'*. For, 
a little Obſervation' touching the Practice of 
thoſe Churches, tat call themſelves Chriſtian, 
_ evince . Dalen, Alterations, In- 
novations, 


Sites 6 Daw x11. 27, Kc. 1 Cor. i, 10. Eph, iv. 16. 
See the Preamble to Judge Burnet's Will. 
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novatiomd and an Almoſtrttal Exti nit en of 
thoſe Ones; Neglect — ar + great 
Deviations fron the®Forth''of their Comiffi- 


ons teaching for Pocttinds tha Commiand 
tients of Meg: © 500 S169 n 93 ava C3 


20 9571190 901 O yi3aio on 1111 trot 7 


oN moſt, Churches the Fepple's: Calt and 


Hlectian, and the 31441. of the Qualifications 
gen MED x yeh wg Kamp 


— 4 7 ea 30, the Pfad 
hood, phy a State. of, Pulpnthacentiouſncks;; 
Por, I may venture $9.date; moſt of; he Diſts; 
Actions alqgng the; Faithful, at tho, Time, 
when the Young, Unlcarned, Sqlf-conceized,; 
and, Unerperienged, were permitted, under 
the ; Sanction, of a; new Inſtitmtign, in the 
Place of the Deaconſuip, wxiſmb-the Peace, 
and. diſſolve the Unity of Spirit, bby - their: 
Miſunderſtanding, Mreſting and Miſapplica- 
tion of the Sagred Pext, in Sermons or Lec. 
cares. — kus in no wiſe reſernales « the Dea- 


S 17 cons 
® 82e As . * Rom, xii, * * "1 * 14 222 E 
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con's Office, as ordaim d in Scripture— Not 
may thoſe Churches, which pretend to retain 
mat only the Name but the Office alſo of the 
Scripture-Deac on, imagine that they have not 
Vat ied rom the Apoſtolical Inſtitution, be- 
| uſe they allow a Sort of Election by the 
1 Church to this Office; and leave not the Ap- 
| pointment of a Deacon to the Approbation of 
one Man only; and employ them in gathering 
and diſtributing the common Alms to the ne- 
ceſſitous Brethren : For upon a. nearer Exa- 
mination into the Qualifications of theſe 
Church Officers, we ſhall find theſe elected 
Deacons not always endued with the Qualities 

requir'd by the * T. 


Ca we believe that Maden 75 zachers, 
hether you call them Prieſts, Preſbyters, or 
115 iſters, are called to this Honour as was 
1 Aaron ? who get into the Miniſtry, as Je- 
, reboam's Prieſts did, for a Morſel of Bread: 
who don't concern themſelves ſo much how 
they ſhall edify the People ||, as how to en- 
rich themſelves by Tythes, Subſcriptions, &c. 
And eſpecially mark thoſe, who either thro? | 
Slothfulneſs, or thro' a ſervile Fear of diſo- 
- | biging 
+1. Tim. iii. 1014, AQs vi. 1, &c. 
* Heb. v. 4. | | See 1 Cor, iv. throughaur. 


* 


> - — ** 
3— — 


5 


1 
14. 

\ Rm 

x” 'S 
Lo 2+ 

4 
=, * f f 
- = © : 
* q 
. * 

TI: * 
Pp 4 . 
N 7 
1 $ 
- \ 
"= 
me 
k 3 
1 
ts 4 19 
= 
1 : 
4 
id; 1 
4 * 
13 
4 - 4 g 
1 ol 
1 1 
x . 
0 
+12 18 
4 * 
: + 
; y 
l 1 « j 
if i 

oy 1 

» 0 
Ks : 
1 

\ 

' 
fo. £ 

122 $ 
. . 
_ 
is : 

„ 
A ©: 
1 Wo * 

* z 

X , 

x 

4 {6H 
Wl + aq: 
AV 7 

Sn 
= 
. a 

i” . 
1 
* th 
* * 1 
. 4 $ o 

70 
. 

's FT? 
1 
4 7 
= 
2 7 K 

1 

. 
. 
+ BL 
q = 

. 1 4 
4 x 
{1 TD 
4 * 

"4 FEY 
$i. : 
c n 
oh 8 
. 
” þ 
: 

* j 
1 
n 
4 o 6 

1 
3 1 

* 

9 
4 . 
3 > 

20 

, Fr, 

4 Bi 

4K +* 

3 

* 

0 > 

„. 1 

1 4 7 

: 

Thy +- 
1 
1 | * 

wy 

1 

i 

i 

„ 


—— 


— A A 
r 
= 2 Lads 2 


* 2 edi 2 — >: - 


— 


31 
'bliging their Hearers, (ſhould they in their 
Diſcoutſes diſcover” their Wickedneſs and 
Hypocriſy, threaten Damnation to thoſe that 
will not repent” and forſake their Sins, and 
call them to a holy and innocent Life, )- Jay a- 
fide Preaching, and ſubſtitute long Forms of 
Prayer in its ſtead ; and thoſe in many Pla- 
ces in an unknown Tongue. It might, pet 
chance, look too much like Ul-yature- to de- 
ſcend into a Scrutiny of the unchriſtian 
Practice, that makes Preaching a Trade; that 
makes Merchandize of Souls, and that devour 
more than are fed; of which we "Tore: too 
„ 2-H £1977 7209-94 
"You how ee Water be expected to 
flow from a corrupt. F ountain? What Re- 
miſſneſs? What bad Wr What Par- 
tiality? What Covetouſneſs?.— Yea,,,— 
What Lordlineſs, and Tyrany. 1s exerciſed 
over the Lord's Heritage by. the Governors, 
Rulers or Paſtors that ſhould. feed, protect, 
and deliver their Flocks Trom the Wolves, 


and puniſh Evil. Doers, withgut Partiality, o or 
deſire of filby Lucre? 555 


* * x 


8 "Di now, what can be expected in ſuch 
Churches : Whoſe Miniſtry is defective or 
S ae 3 


. 


} 


\ 


{ 


L 38 | 
corrupted ; but a feeble or corrupt Faith ; a 
temporizing Diſcipline ; and a neglected or 
miſguided People? Faith cometh by Hearing; 
and Hearing by the Word of God*. But how 
ball they preach the POLE except” wed be 
om Fe” i” 


Snoul b I proceed with an Er into 
the Doctrine of theſe Men: Lo! what In- 
ventions both in their Faith and Practice! 
How is the Light of the Goſpel darken'd 
with Clouds of Error ; and the Order and 
Decency of Chriſtian Worſhip forced either 
to give way to Superſtition or Confuſion ! 
The Laws of the Almighty for, gur moral 
Conduct are explain'd away by ſubtile Caſuiſts. 
The Myſteries of Chriſtianity and the Sim- 


plicity of the Goſpel are proſtituted and di- 


ſtorted to ſupport Idolatry by one Party; to 


countenance a bloody Zeal; to deprive God 


himſelf of the Honour due to his holy Name 
and his Word, and to give Sanction to the 
moſt unſcriptural Practices, by ſome others. 


All Parties, tho? ever ſq contradictory in their 
Tenets, torture the Sacred Records to gain 


Credit to their particular Inventions; and 


ſcruple not to rect thoſe Scriptures with 
8: Con- 


Rom. x. 17. F Rom. x. 15. 


[ 34] 


Contempt, or, at leaſt, Neglect, which make 
againſt their Innovations. What ſhall we 
ſay of that Univerſat Monarchy id the 
Church, uſurped by the Pope? The Am- 
bition and Riches, and excluſtve Rights of 


Dioceſan Biſhops? The Inſtitution of Reli- 
gious Orders to maintain both Men and Wo- 
men in Idlenefs and Luxury ? ? The Do&- 
rine of Tranſubſtantiation' and Celebacy ? 


The Denial of the Scriptures to the Uſe of 
the Laity? The Prayers to the Creature? 


The WorſhipJof Images? The Doctrine 
of Indulgences? The Power of Man to for- 
give Sins? And many other Doctrines as 
anſcriptural, and derogatory to the Honour 
of God, and to theGood of Mankind? and 


yet are defended by the Papacy, by wreſts 
ing the Word of Truth. 


WHAT can de more ridiculous than the 
Lutheran Hypotheſis of Confulſtantiation ? 
What more. diſcouraging to. good Works 
than the Calvaniſtical Doctrine of Predeſtina - 
tion; or more ſhocking to a pious Soul than 
to hear them accuſe God of being the Cauſe 
of their Sins? What is more preſumptious 
than for the Creature to keep a Day-Book 
wick Heaven, and pretend to merit the Fa- 


vour 


1 


371 
vour of his Creator by Works of Supererro- 


gation? What can be more erroneous than 
to teach a real Preſence (or that the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt are verily and indeed preſent 
in the Lord's Supper) tho', at the ſame Time, 


they maintain that the real Body, and Blood 


of Chriſt is in Heayen ? One Church is very 
pompous in its Ceremonies, and celebrates 
many Rites with great Honours: Other 
Churches exclude all Rites and Ceremonies, 
and will allow God no Reſpect at all in their 
Worſhip. And yet, it is amazing, the Word 
of Truth js ſo managed by each Party, that 


if we are to believe them all, we muſt con- 


clude that God is the Author of Confufion, 
and not of Peace; or that he hath ſet his 
Seal to Irreligion, Immoralities, and Vice : 
Or we mult not ſeek for the Doctrine and 
Practice of the True Faith in any of theſe 
viſible Churches; but believe and practice 
the Truth in Chri/t Jeſus, as we find it in the 
New Teſtament, undiſguiſed with the Com- 
ments and is of Men. 


> Nox can 1 enforce this Oblimion of a 
Chriſtian in ſtronger Words than thoſe with 


which the great Author and Finiſher of our 


Faith cook his leave of, and exhorted his Diſ- 
F 2 ciples, 


ʒ)ʒð“ . . . Rn. 
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ciples, juſt before Death was to deprive them 
of his Bodily Preſence. If ye know theſe 
„Things, (i. e. what is your Duty) happy 
« are ye if you do them. A new Com- 
«© mandment I give unto you, That ye love 
« one another ; by this ſhall all Men know 
c that ye are my Diſciples. Ye believe in 
God, believe alſo in me. I am the Way, 
« the Truth, and the Life; no Man cometh 
+ unto the Father, in whoſe Houſe are many 
« Manſions, but by me. And whatſoever 
« ye ſhall aſk in my Name, that will I do, 
« that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my Name, 1 
« will do it. If ye love me keep my Com- 
e mandments. He that hath my Command- 
« ments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
« loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall 
„be loved of my Father, and I will love 
« him, and manifeſt myſelf unto, and make 
« my Abode with him. He that loveth me 
« not, keepeth not my Commandments. 
« Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give 
« unto you. Let not your Heart be trou- 
« led, neither let it be afraid. I am the 
e true Vine, and my Father is the Hufband- 
« man. Every Branch in me that beareth 
& not Fruit he taketh away z and every Branch 
A - | | Et, ; 66 that 
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« that beareth Fruit, he purgeth it, that it 
« may bring forth more Fruit. Now ye 
« are clean through the Word which I have 
« ſpoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in 
« you. As the Branch cannot bear Fruit of it 
« ſelf, except it abide in the Vine; no more 
t can ye; except ye abide in me. I am the 
Vine, ye are the Branches; he that abideth 
« in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
« forth much Fruit: For without me ye can 
« do nothing. If a Man abide not in me, 
ehe is caſt forth as a Branch, and is wither- 
« ed; and Men gather them, and caſt them 
into the Fire, and they are burned. If 
« ye abide in me, and my Words abide in 
„ you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall 
« be done unto you. Herein is my Father 
« plorified, that ye bear much Fruit; ſo ſhall 
« ye be my Diſciples.“ | 


A PURE No to GoSPEL-PREACHERS 


EAR what St. Pau] ſaith, whoſe Elo- 
quence in Preaching at Z,ycaonra 
gain' 4 him the Name of Mercurius: 1 


C came, ſays he, unto you, not withExcellen- 


ce cy of Speech, or of Wiſdom, but declaring 
« unto you the Teſtimony of GOD. For 1 
te determined not to KNOW any thing among 


cc you 
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WV 1 
£ you ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, —- 
My Speech and my Preaching was not with 
« enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom ; but 
« in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of the 
« Power—not in the Words which Man's 
« Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy 


* Ghoſt teacheth; comparing ſpiritual Things 
with fpiritval—That.'your Faith ſhould 
not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in 


* the Power of God. ”" 


Tx HEREFORE let us diſcourage all thoſe 
Preachers, who take more Pains to perſuade 
their Congregations into an Opinion of their 
Human Learning, extenſive reading of Hea- 


then Authors, and Knowledge in the ſeveral 


Languages of the Schools, than to feed, edify 


and improve their doubting or ignorant Flocks. 


In order to be a good Divine, we can't lay in 
too large a Stock of the Sciences and Lan- 
guages : But it is both unprofitable, unrea- 


fonable and unlawiul to addreſs a Congrega- 


.tion of unlearned Mechanics, Huſbandmen 
and Labourers, with Authorities from Plalo, 
Ariſtotle, Homer, Vingil, or other Philoſophers, 
Poets, Sc. or in a Language we are morally 
certain they don't underſtand; as I ſhall prove 
e enn by the following Arguments, 
CHRIST Ky 


(| 


(| 
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Cunts was the firſt Pen of the Gol. 
pel; therefore he is the beſt Preacher that 
endeavours to come the neareſt to his Ex 


ample in that Office. And whoever wilfully 
turneth aſide from him cannot be without 
Sin. But we all know that the whole 
Courſe of his Preaching was plain and fami- 
har, without human Authorities or other 


Marks of earthly Wiſdom, yet fo divine 


and found, that his very Enemies confeſſed, 


That never any Man was heard to ſpeak 
like him. 


And St. Paul in the Scripture cited above, 
theweth ; and elſewhere in the A&s and the 


Epiſtles it is eaſy to find, that the Apoſtles 


copied very exactly after the Pattern of their 
Maſter's Preaching : for, all their ordinary 
Preaching, and writing to the Churches were 
in great Simplicity ; their Words were all 
common and adapted to the Capacities of 
their Hearers, and their Authoritics, when 
needſul, were all canonical. 


Ac: If God vouchſafed to 3 aſide his 
Majeſty and Power, and has chofen to {peak 
to us by the Miniſtry of Men, like unto our- 
fclves ; chat thereby we might detter com- 


4 prehend, 


pretend; and ber more e comfortably inſtructed 
mm the Myſteries of Bis Will: Then certain- 
Ty thofe Men, who are the Miniſters of God's 
Mord, ought to imitate the Lord in the Exe- 
cution of their Office; by laying aſide all pro- 
found, myſtical and un intelligible Learning, 
before ordinary Chriſtians and labour to teach 
them their ſeveral Duties, and to engage them 
in the Practice of true Piety, by Words and 
Subjects made eaſy and familiar to the moſt 
unlearned. But it pleaſed God to abaſe him- 
elf (as it were) in the teaching of his Peo- 
ple. Deut. xviil. 13 19. Therefore, &c. 
WHATSOEVER may ſerve to induce the Ig- 
norant, to think that the pure. Word of God 
alone, without the: adding of Suman Autho- 
rities is not ſufficient, nor thek Means to 
teach the Way of Salvatioglghat ſame is 
very ſcandalous and unlawfuls” But the quo- r 
ting of human Authorities, in Marxters purely 
ſpiritual, as the beſt Way of otdifutry Teach- 
Ing, 1s 4 ſtrong Iaducement ty ine Men 


BA 3 


— the Way to Salvation: ith I 
Uſe 1 is both ſcandalous and ata 
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